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Curriculum: Susquenita Curriculum  PENNSYLVANIA 

Course: .PACS.Communication Arts Grade 8 
Teacher / Team Name:  Mrs. Susan Wenger

Date: February 28, 2014 ET

Topic: Informational Writing
Subject(s): English Language Arts

Days: 25

Grade(s): 8th

E08.C.1.2.1 -- Essential
Introduce a topic for the 
intended audience and 
preview what is to 
follow; organize ideas, 
concepts, and 
information using 
strategies such as 
definition, classification, 
compare/contrast, and 
cause/effect to support 
the writer’s purpose.

E08.D.2.1.1 -- Essential
Use verbs in the active 
and passive voice and in 
the conditional and 
subjunctive mood to 
achieve particular effects 
(e.g., emphasizing the 
actor or the action, 
expressing uncertainty, 
or describing a state 
contrary to fact).

CC.1.4.8.W -- Essential
Gather relevant 
information from 
multiple print and digital 
sources, using search 
terms effectively; assess 
the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following 
a standard format for 
citation.

 *  A coherent well-
organized essay requires 
preparation of content, a 
method of organization 
and style that considers 
focus and audience of a 
piece.

Writing formally follows 
a process that includes 
planning, composing, 
evaluating, revising, 
editing, and publishing 
to insure quality writing.

E08.C.1.2.1 -- Essential
Introduce a topic for the intended audience and 
preview what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, 
and information using strategies such as definition, 
classification, compare/contrast, and cause/effect to 
support the writer’s purpose.

E08.C.1.2.2 -- Essential
Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples.

E08.C.1.2.3 -- Essential
Use appropriate and varied transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and 
concepts.

E08.C.1.2.4 -- Essential
Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary 
to inform about or explain the topic.

E08.C.1.2.5 -- Essential
Establish and maintain a formal style.

E08.D.2.1.6 -- Essential
Choose words and phrases for effect.

E08.D.2.1.5 -- Essential
Choose punctuation for effect.

E08.D.2.1.1 -- Essential
Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the 
conditional and subjunctive mood to achieve particular 
effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action, 
expressing uncertainty, or describing a state contrary to 
fact).

CC.1.4.8.T -- Essential
With some guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience 
have been addressed.

Know: Understand: Do:
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CC.1.4.8.V -- Essential
Conduct short research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question), drawing on 
several sources and generating additional related, 
focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of 
exploration.

CC.1.4.8.W -- Essential
Gather relevant information from multiple print and 
digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess 
the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote 
or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format 
for citation.

CC.1.4.8.X -- Essential
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for 
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes and audiences.

Know: Understand: Do:
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1.5.8.A. -- Essential
FOCUS - Write with a clear focus, identifying topic, task, and audience and establishing a single point of view.

1.5.8.B.a -- Essential
CONTENT - Develop content appropriate for the topic: Gather, organize, and determine validity and reliability of 
information.

1.5.8.B.b -- Essential
CONTENT - Develop content appropriate for the topic: Employ the most effective format for purpose and audience.

1.5.8.B.c -- Essential
CONTENT - Develop content appropriate for the topic: Write paragraphs that have details and information specific to 
the topic and relevant to the focus.

1.5.8.C.a -- Essential
ORGANIZATION - Write with controlled and/or subtle organization. Use appropriate transitions within sentences and 
between paragraphs.

1.5.8.C.b -- Important
ORGANIZATION - Write with controlled and/or subtle organization. Establish topic and purpose in the introduction.

1.5.8.C.c -- Important
ORGANIZATION - Write with controlled and/or subtle organization. Reiterate the topic and purpose in the conclusion.

1.5.8.D -- Essential
STYLE - Write with an understanding of style, using a variety of sentence structures and descriptive word choices. 
Create tone and voice through the use of precise language.

1.5.8.E -- Essential
REVISING - Revise writing after rethinking logic of organization and rechecking central idea, content, paragraph 
development, level of detail, style, tone, and word choice.

1.5.8.Fa -- Important
CONVENTION - Use grade appropriate conventions of language when writing and editing. Spell common, frequently 
used words correctly.

1.5.8.Fb -- Important
CONVENTION - Use grade appropriate conventions of language when writing and editing. Use capital letters 
correctly.

1.5.8.Fd -- Essential
CONVENTION - Use grade appropriate conventions of language when writing and editing. Use correct grammar and 
sentence formation.

Which standards are students learning in this unit?
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1.8.8.C -- Essential
ORGANIZATION AND PRODUCTION OF FINAL PRODUCT - Produce an organized product that presents and 
reflects on findings, draws sound conclusions, and gives proper credit to sources.

1.7.8.A. -- Essential
FORMAL AND INFORMAL LANGUAGE - Analyze differences in formal and informal language used in speech, 
writing, and literature.

CC.1.4.8.A -- Essential
Write informative/ explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts and information clearly.

CC.1.4.8.B -- Essential
Identify and introduce the topic clearly, including a preview of what is to follow.

CC.1.4.8.C -- Essential
Develop and analyze the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples; include graphics and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

CC.1.4.8.D -- Essential
Organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories; use appropriate and varied transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts; provide a concluding statement or section; include 
formatting when useful to aiding comprehension.

CC.1.4.8.E -- Essential
Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.

CC.1.4.8.Ea -- Essential
Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

CC.1.4.8.Eb -- Essential
Use sentences of varying lengths and complexities

CC.1.4.8.Ec -- Essential
Create tone and voice through precise language.

CC.1.4.8.Ed -- Essential
Establish and maintain a formal style.

CC.1.4.8.F -- Essential
Demonstrate a grade appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage, capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling.

E08.C.1.2.1 -- Essential
Introduce a topic for the intended audience and preview what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information 
using strategies such as definition, classification, compare/contrast, and cause/effect to support the writer’s purpose.



Page 5 of 6

Curriculum: Susquenita Curriculum  PENNSYLVANIA 

Course: .PACS.Communication Arts Grade 8 
Teacher / Team Name:  Mrs. Susan Wenger

Date: February 28, 2014 ET

Topic: Informational Writing
Subject(s): English Language Arts

Days: 25

Grade(s): 8th

E08.C.1.2.2 -- Essential
Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples.

E08.C.1.2.3 -- Essential
Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

E08.C.1.2.4 -- Essential
Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

E08.C.1.2.5 -- Essential
Establish and maintain a formal style.

E08.C.1.2.6 -- Essential
Provide a concluding section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.

E08.D.2.1.6 -- Essential
Choose words and phrases for effect.

E08.D.2.1.5 -- Essential
Choose punctuation for effect.

E08.D.2.1.4 -- Essential
Maintain consistency in style and tone.

E08.D.2.1.3 -- Essential
Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.

E08.D.2.1.2 -- Essential
Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.

E08.D.2.1.1 -- Essential
Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects (e.g., 
emphasizing the actor or the action, expressing uncertainty, or describing a state contrary to fact).

CC.1.4.8.T -- Essential
With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.

CC.1.4.8.U -- Essential
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between 
information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others.
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CC.1.4.8.V -- Essential
Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources 
and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.

CC.1.4.8.W -- Essential
Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility 
and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and 
following a standard format for citation.

CC.1.4.8.X -- Essential
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes and audiences.
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 How do I plan, compose, revise, edit, and publish 

an informational/explanatory essay?   

 Planning
CC.1.4.8.A, CC.1.4.8.B

Research & Development
CC.1.4.8.B, CC.1.4.8.C, CC.1.4.8.D, CC.1.4.8.W, CC.1.4.8.V, 

CC.1.4.8.U

Composing
CC.1.4.8.F, E08.C.1.2.1 , E08.C.1.2.2 , E08.C.1.2.3, E08.C.

1.2.4, E08.C.1.2.5 , E08.C.1.2.6, E08.D.2.1.3, E08.D.2.1.2, 

E08.D.2.1.1 , CC.1.4.8.A, CC.1.4.8.B, CC.1.4.8.C, CC.1.4.8.D, 

CC.1.4.8.E, CC.1.4.8.Ea, CC.1.4.8.Eb, CC.1.4.8.Ec, CC.1.4.8.Ed

What methods can I use to select a topic for an 
informational/explanatory writing? (A)

How do I narrow my to write an effective thesis 
statement? (A)

What questions do I need answered during my 
research to develop my informational/
explanatory piece?   (A)

What types of sources would provide credible 
information to develop my essay?  (A)

What is an effective method for organizing my 
sources and the information that I gathered from 
them?  (A)

How do I properly quote, paraphrase, or 
synthesize the information gathered from my 
sources?  (A)

How do I compose a draft with sufficient and 
diverse content? (A)

What organizational methods would be effective 
for an informative/explanatory selection?  (A)

organization, purpose, audience, thesis 
statement

direct quotation, paraphrase, synthesize focus, content development, paragraphing, 
transitions

Key Learning:   A coherent, well-organized  informational/explanatory essay requires preparation of relevant 
content, appropriate content development with elaboration, a method of organization, and style 
that considers focus and audience of a piece.

Unit Essential Question(s):

Concept: Concept: Concept:

Lesson Essential Question(s): Lesson Essential Question(s): Lesson Essential Question(s):

Vocabulary: Vocabulary: Vocabulary:



Page 2 of 2

Curriculum: Susquenita Curriculum  PENNSYLVANIA 

Course: .PACS.Communication Arts Grade 8 
Teacher / Team Name:  Mrs. Susan Wenger

Date: February 28, 2014 ET

Topic: Informational Writing
Subject(s): English Language Arts

Days: 25

Grade(s): 8th

Evaluating/Revising
E08.D.2.1.6, E08.D.2.1.5, E08.D.2.1.4, E08.D.2.1.3, E08.D.

2.1.2, E08.D.2.1.1 , CC.1.4.8.T

Editing
CC.1.4.8.F, E08.D.2.1.5, CC.1.4.8.T

Publishing
CC.1.4.8.X, CC.1.4.8.U

What strategies can I use for evaluating?
  (A)

What strategies can I use for revising my 
writing?  (A)

How can I use punctuation to effectively 
communicate meaning and feeling to my 
reader? (A)

How do I edit my essay for errors in subject-
verb agreement and pronoun-antecedent 
agreement? (A)

What standard format of publication should I be 
using for my essay?  (including citing my 
sources)  (A)

revise, evaluate, word choice, varying sentence 
structure & beginnings, elaboration, extension, 
style, voice

commas: compound sentences, series, 
quotations, complex sentences, quotation marks 
(capitalization,punctuation with)
, apostrophes, appositives/appositive phrases, 
active voice, passive voice

MLA, manuscript format

Additional Information:

Concept: Concept: Concept:

Lesson Essential Question(s): Lesson Essential Question(s): Lesson Essential Question(s):

Vocabulary: Vocabulary: Vocabulary:

Attached Document(s):
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Concept:  Planning

organization - 
purpose - 
audience - 
thesis statement -

Concept: Composing

focus - 
content development - 
paragraphing - 
transitions -

Concept: Evaluating/Revising

revise - 
evaluate - 
word choice - 
varying sentence structure & beginnings - 
elaboration - 
extension - 
style - 
voice -

Concept: Editing

commas: compound sentences, series, quotations, complex sentences - 
quotation marks (capitalization,punctuation with)
- 
apostrophes - 
appositives/appositive phrases - 
active voice - 
passive voice -

Concept: Publishing

MLA - 
manuscript format -

Concept: Research & Development

direct quotation, paraphrase, synthesize -


